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I've been asked several times about PDF files (like those made with Adobe Acrobat) and SEO.

My advice? Use MS Word (or Wordperfect) not Acrobat. For reasons that I can only describe as being stupid to the extreme, only the latest (and really expensive) versions of Acrobat save links within the PDF document. And not if you use the printer driver function (aka PDFMaker), which is what most people use. Only the latest Acrobat Distiller lets you do this, and it's slow. I've also had formatting and crashing issues with Distiller.

If you have no links in your document, it gets considered to be a dead end or honeypot by the search engines. Not good.

Also, if you take an image or scan and make it a PDF, then it's a PDF of an image or scan, so it's not spiderable except as a file name (just like an image).

You can test to see if a PDF is from an image or a text file if you can load it into Acrobat reader and highlight the text and copy it. If you can't, it's probably a picture of text, and is not spiderable.

There is another twist. If you make a document with links in it, then turn that document into a PDF using the PRINTER function (which is usually how Acrobat and other related PDF makers do things) then all the links are lost. They are lost as soon as the file prepared to be sent to the printer device.

Oh, they will show up in the Acrobat Reader as a clickable link if the whole link exists (but not if it has anchor text), but this is the reader turning it into the link, not an actual link in the document that a spider could follow.

The only way to create a PDF that is indexable as text and has real links with anchor text (in short, the only SEO-friendly method) is to use a method where the links are processed within the document, not on the way to the printer. This is usually the case where, for example, you create the PDF using the "Save as" feature rather than the "Print to" feature.

This is built into MS Word/Office 2007 and above (if you download the free PDF/XPS plugin) and in the WordPerfect Suite. There are a couple of other options, as well. But most are not SEO-friendly. 
The following software WILL convert/keep MS Word links during PDF conversion:
	Office 2007 (with plugin)
	WordPerfect Office (version 9 and above)
	Click2Convert
	createpdf.adobe.com (but ONLY if you check "Create Tagged PDF" in the non-free version)

But NOT
	Adobe Acrobat (any version up to 7)
	Primopdf
	PDFConverter

Final Takeaway
	PDF from image = bad
	PDF from printer driver = bad
	PDF processed within the text editor and saved = good. 

Ian






at
Tuesday, October 02, 2007






 









Keywords:
SEO,
Tools
















No comments:







Post a Comment







        


      




Newer Post


Older Post

Home






Subscribe to:
Post Comments (Atom)














facebook





Subscribe!








Posts










                  Atom
                














Posts
















Comments










                  Atom
                














Comments




















Blog Archive




	



        ► 
      



2011

(1)
	



        ► 
      



January

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2010

(2)
	



        ► 
      



September

(1)



	



        ► 
      



March

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2009

(19)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



September

(2)



	



        ► 
      



July

(1)



	



        ► 
      



June

(1)



	



        ► 
      



May

(1)



	



        ► 
      



April

(2)



	



        ► 
      



March

(3)



	



        ► 
      



February

(4)



	



        ► 
      



January

(4)






	



        ► 
      



2008

(31)
	



        ► 
      



October

(3)



	



        ► 
      



September

(3)



	



        ► 
      



August

(1)



	



        ► 
      



July

(3)



	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



May

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(4)



	



        ► 
      



March

(7)



	



        ► 
      



February

(3)



	



        ► 
      



January

(2)






	



        ▼ 
      



2007

(61)
	



        ► 
      



December

(2)



	



        ► 
      



November

(8)



	



        ▼ 
      



October

(11)
	Google Webmaster Tools Geotargeting Added
	A Patent Rant.
	WINNER! - IPGeoTarget
	Win $100, a nice link, and more!
	Blind (again) for a week or so...
	Search China 2008 *Correction*
	SEMPO has Ethics Requirement?
	Yak Shaving
	TopRank Blog
	Which Keywords on a Page?
	Search Friendly PDF





	



        ► 
      



September

(9)



	



        ► 
      



August

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(5)



	



        ► 
      



February

(4)



	



        ► 
      



January

(19)






	



        ► 
      



2006

(59)
	



        ► 
      



December

(11)



	



        ► 
      



November

(6)



	



        ► 
      



October

(4)



	



        ► 
      



August

(3)



	



        ► 
      



July

(3)



	



        ► 
      



June

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(5)



	



        ► 
      



March

(11)



	



        ► 
      



February

(7)



	



        ► 
      



January

(6)






	



        ► 
      



2005

(27)
	



        ► 
      



December

(5)



	



        ► 
      



November

(2)



	



        ► 
      



October

(6)



	



        ► 
      



September

(3)



	



        ► 
      



August

(1)



	



        ► 
      



July

(1)



	



        ► 
      



June

(4)



	



        ► 
      



May

(3)



	



        ► 
      



January

(2)






	



        ► 
      



2004

(7)
	



        ► 
      



December

(2)



	



        ► 
      



November

(3)



	



        ► 
      



May

(2)
















Labels


	
SEO

	
News

	
Philosophy

	
China

	
Tools

	
Research

	
Google

	
Friends

	
Conference

	
SES

	
SEM

	
Maintenance

	
USA

	
Canada

	
Geolocation

	
Yahoo

	
Law

	
Bing/Live

	
Humor

	
Culture

	
Food

	
Language

	
SMA-NA

	
Ask

	
Latino

	
SEMPO

	
Books

	
Social-Media

	
Japan

	
Korea

	
Video

	
Baidu

	
Mexico

	
SMX

	
Brazil

	
Cuil

	
Naver

	
PPC

	
SMM

	
UK









Links


	McAnerin Networks
	SEO-Browser
	Search Calgary












 



















